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‘Al not an alternative
to human intelligence’

MANCALURU, DHNS: Arti-
ficial Intelligence (Al) is a
tool and not an alternative
to human intelligence, said
Dr Ruban S, Dean, School
of Engineering, St Aloysius
Deemed-to-be-University.

He was addressing the inau-
gural ceremony of a natonal
conference on “Tech to talk:
The Role of Modern Technol-
ogy in Speech and Heanng
Sciences’ organised by the
Father Muller College at the

Decennial Memorial Hall at
the Knowledge Centre on
Thursday.

He said that at a time when
the availability and accessibili-
ty of technological tools were
ample, one had to understand
that human creativity had no
limits. "Al'has to be applied for
better use of mankind and not
the other way round.”

There is no alternative to
knowledge that books provide
and students have to cultivate

the habit of reading books. Stu-
dents have to use their intelli-
gence to carry out creative col-
laborations directed towards
public good. Take the first step
and be determined tocarryout
the dreams, he said.

Father Muller Charitable
Institutions Director Fr Faus-
tine Lucas Lobo said, “Today’s
technology is market driven
and one has to be careful while
investing their time and money
in such technology.”
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St Aloysius Vice-chancellor Dr Praveen Martis speaks to the media in Mangaluru.

Aloysian Games 2026 to
draw over 20K athletes

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Oongalom

ST Aloysius (Deemed to be Uni-
versity) has announced that the
Aloysian Games 2026 will be
held from January 3 to 11 on its
campus. The announcement
was made by Vice-Chancellor
Dr. Praveen Martis.

He also said,The grand sport-
ing event will feature 13 competi-
tivesports and a mega marathon,
bringing together over 20,000
participants from across the
country. Indoor events include
chess, table tennis, badminton,
martial arts, and power lifting,
while outdoor events comprise
football, volleyball, basketball,
box cricket, ground cricket, ath-

letics, and swimming. s
The Mega Marathon, sched:
uled for January 4, will have
three categories 10K, 5K, and
3K. Registration fees start at Ry
200 for individual events, Rs
1,000 for team events and Rs 350
for the marathon. Registrationg
are now open, he added. :
Dr. Martis noted that the
Aloysian Games 2026 will be
one of the largest intercollegi:
ate sports fests in India, aiming
to celebrate athleticism, team;,
work, and sportsmanship by,
uniting young athletes from dj-
verse institutions. The univef
sity will also commemorate its
foundation day on January 12,
marking the beginning of its‘
150th-year celebrations,

Deccan Herald 14-11-2025

Aloysian Games
2026 in January
next year

MANGALURU, DHNS: StAloy-
sius Deemed-to-be-Univer-
sity will organise ‘Aloysian
Games 2026’ from January
3toll. ]

. University VC Fr Pravin
Martis told mediapersons
at the Patrika Bhavan that
13 sports events and a mar-
athonwould be a part of the.
nine-day event, being held
under the theme ‘Building
Bonds through Games’.

The events planned in-
clude, chess, table tennis,
badminton, martial arts,
powerlifting, football, volley-
ball, basketball, throwball,
box cricket, ground cricket,
athletics, swimming and a
marathon (10K, 5K and 3K).

The marathon will be
helc@ on January 4, with the

Institution premises as the
starting and ending points.
Interested can register at
https://aloysiangames,com
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THEATRE IN HIS VEINS, DUTY IN HI
INSPIRING JOURNEY OF PASSION AND

Indian Express 16-11-2025

S HEART, VIJAYA'S

PERSEVERANCE

ABRUIITH N KOLPE & Nangaur

At first glance, Vijaya

may appear to be just an-

other watchman at the

gates of St Aloysius

(Deemed to be Universi-
ty). But behind that uniform is
aman of unshakeable passion
for theatre. Hailing from
Hanekal near Bengaluru, Vi-
jaya's trvst with theatre began
when he was nine years old.
Growing up in a modest house
hold, he had few material pos-
sessions but an imagination
that knew no bounds.

“It all started when my
mother noticed my interest {n
drama,” recalls Vijaya. “There
was a drama practice happen-
ing nearby, and she requested
them to let me take part.”

His mother’s encouragement
turned out to be the spark that
ignited a lifelong passion. Vi-
jaya was offered the role of
Shikandi in a mythological
play. Though it was a minor
part, it gave him the confidence
to pursue acting serfously

Within two years, he was en-
trusted with more prominent
roles playing characters like
Vidura, Karna, Arjuna, and
Dharmaraya. Each perform-
ance polished his skills. “1
loved stepping into different
characters and living thelr
emotions," he 58ys.

At 16, Vijaya won an award
at Kala Kshetra in Bengaluru
for his portrayal of Shakuni In
a mythological drama. This
was not a rale he had prepared
for. His drama teacher, Jayar-
am, had offered him the part
at the last minute when the ac-
tar who was to play Shakuni
fell ill. It was a replacement
role, but [ put my heart and
soul into It, Vijaya recalls,

Not long after that perform-
ance, Jayaram passed away,
The loss of his teacher and the
dissolution of the team
marked a turning point in his
Journey. Vijaya lost his par-
ents when he was 17 and he
moved to Mangaluru.

He worked as a hotal sup-
plie. He had little opportunity

Ao pursue his aruistic

‘goals..

“Even while working long
hours, [ would often recite dia-
logues in my mind,"” he ad-
mits. “The love for theatre
never faded."

Seven years ago, Vijaya
joined St. Aloysius as a watch-
man, His passion for drama,
however, remained alive.
Whenever he saw students re-
hearsing for plays or college
events, he reminisced of his
days on the stage.

Two years ago, Vijaya men-
tioned his background in thea-
tre to lecturer Christy. During

Vijaya with his wite, Kushala, and theis
daughter, Trishil.| exeress

an event organized by the Ran-
ga Adhyayana Kendra at the
college, Vijaya was invited as
a guest. What followed left the
audience spellbound.

Vijaya performed a 10-
minute monologue as Shaku-
ni, the very role that had
earned him acclalm years ago.
With minimal preparation, he
flawlessly delivered his dia-
logues, captivating the stu-
dents and faculty alike.

“I didn't have a script,” Vi-
jaya says. "I remembered the
dialogues from my younger
days. During my free time at
work, I often practice a few
lines just to keep the passion
alive. Performing again after
s0 many years was like
traveling back in time.”

The applause he received
that day reaffirmed his
identity as an artiste. “St
Aloysius 1s my second
home,” he says, “I've £
earned not-fust respect

Even after students
graduate, many still
call or message me
to ask about my
health. That affec-
tion means every-
thing tome."
Vijaya is mar-
ried to, Kushala,
and thelr daugh-
tor, Trisha, ts cur-
rently doing her
pre-university at
St. Aloysius.
Vice-Chancel-
lor of St Aloysi-

us (Deemed to be University),
Dr. Praveen Martis, praised
Vijaya's sincerity and passion.
“During the college event
where he performed, parents,
teachers, and students were
amazed by his talent, He is a
passionate man,” he told

TNIE.

Spealking to TNIE one of the
staff members added, “we
don't see Vijaya as just a
watchman, He is one of us,
and always ready to help. Out-
going students often make
sure to take a group phote
with him before leaving the
college. That shows how much
he is loved here." 4

Christopber D'Souza, Direq.
tor, Ranga Adhyana Kendrg,
St Aloysius (Deemed to be Unt.
versity), says, "We regularly
practice drama late in the
evening. Vijaya has built a
rapport with everyone, often
helping us during rehearsals;

“One day, he mentioned that
he came from a traditional
drama troupe. We often saw
him practicing dialogues
while walking around, and
were amazed by his ability o
recall lines even after 35 vears.
We later invited him as a guest
to our student theatre festivad
and encouraged him to weara
costume again. There werd
tears in his eyes as he steppoed
on to the stage. His two-minute
performance left the entire au-
dlence awestruck."” i3

For Vijaya, every day at the

university gate is mote than a
Job. It's another scene in the
larger play of life, one where
kindness, humility, and love
for art take center stage.
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University), and Sridhar Aranala, vice-president (Sales &
Distribution), The Hindu Group at the MoU signing on
St. Aloysius College campus in Mangaluru on Friday. H.S. MANJUNATH
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The Hindu Bureau

MANGALURU

St. Aloysius (Deemed to be
University), Mangaluru,
and The Hindu Group
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on
Friday to launch The Hin-
du Future India Club (FIC)
on its campus.

The Hindu FIC is a sig-
nature educative program
that is a key component of
The Hindu Group’s LAB
(Learning & Bridging) in-
itiative.

The MoU was signed
and ex: by Praveen
Martis, Vice-Chancellor of
St. Aloysius (Deemed to be
University), and Sridhar
Aranala, vice-president
(Sales & Distribution) of
The Hindu Group.

Through curated pro-
grams like interactive
workshops, guest lectures,
and competitions, the FIC
aims to bridge the gap bet-
ween theoretical class-

room learning and real-
world professional readi-
ness. The programme’s
core benefit is to cultivate
enhanced employability
by focusing on the deve-
lopment of critical skills
such as communication,
leadership, teamwork, and
analytical thinking.
Students gain a deeper
understanding of current
affairs and world perspec-
tives through access to

.quality news and content

resources from The Hindu
Group, ultimately nurtur-
ing well-rounded indivi-
duals prepared to contri-
bute meaningfully to
society.

“This partnership re-es-
tablishes our commitment
to the students of the insti-
tution as well as to the so-
ciety, and both St. Aloysius
and The Hindu Group are
premier historical institu-
tions which have come to-
gether to establish this as-
sociation,” the V-C said.
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